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          FLAMINGO:  AUNT JENNIFER’S TIGERS 

                                  ADRIENNE RICH  

                              

                               Suggested Answers 
 

Q1. 

(a) Prancing tigers are a symbol of the spirit of freedom within Aunt Jennifer which remains 
subdued. They also symbolise her fear of her male counterpart.  

(b) The tigers are seen jumping around on the screen fixed on the wall. They look like shining 
yellow topaz (a precious stone).  

(c) They live in green forests. They are fearless and are not afraid of the men under the tree.  
(d) The movement of the tigers is sleek, stealthy, majestic and elegant. They are sure of their 
purpose. Gallant and confident, they move ahead undeterred by any obstacles or hindrances.  

 
Q2.  

(a) Aunt Jennifer is a victim of gender oppression at the hands of her husband. She feels so 

nervous and terrified that her hands shake and flutter when she sits down to knit.  
 
(b) Suppressed under the weight of male domination, Aunt has become a nervous wreck. She 

finds it difficult to pull the ivory needles more because of the mental suppression than 
because of physical weakness. 

 
(c) The expression is symbolic of male authority and power. Aunt Jennifer is trapped in 
gender oppression and feels herself burdened by the authority of her husband.  

 
(d)Aunt Jennifer suffers from implied slavery and feels  trapped in something more than 

gender oppression. Living in a male dominated world, she seems to have lost her 
identity. The freedom that she dreams of through her art is itself symbolic of her 
oppressed self. 

Q3. 

(a) Aunt Jennifer’s death is symbolic of her complete submission to her submission.  
(b) Aunt Jennifer has been so victimised in her life that even after death she remains trapped 

in the struggle of the spirit. she is so terrified that she remains a victim of  gender injustice 
and oppression.  
(c) Even after Aunt’s death, the tigers will continue to jump about, feeling proud and 

unafraid. 
(d) Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers by Adrienne Rich 
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Answer in 30-40 words 

1. The tigers are fearless, chivalric and they are confident. They enjoy their freedom. On the 

other hand, the Aunt is oppressed and a victim of a male dominated society. The tigers are 
fearless and are not afraid of men. 

2. The tigers on the embroidered panel are of rich colours, ‘bright topaz’. They are described 
as the residents of a green world (forest). They are fearless, confident, sure of their 

movements and do not feel frightened of the men shown beneath the tree. They move freely 
and are symbolic of ‘free spirit’.  

3. The image suggests that not only was the emotional and physical pressures of her married 

life bowed Aunt down but she is also suppressed by the weight of the wedding band which 

symbolizes the male dominated society. It has put her under a lot of stress and had curbed her 

freedom and happiness during her lifetime 

4. The poet subtly brings out the contrast between the wonderful freedom of the work of art 
created by Aunt Jennifer and the constraints of Aunt Jennifer’s personal life. The Aunt has 

been subjected to suppression at the hands of her dominating husband and it is only in the 
embroidery that she gives expression to her creativity.  

5. The tigers symbolize Aunt Jennifer’s desires. She expresses herself through the creation of 
her tigers which  she embroiders with a needle for the panel on the wall. The tigers are free 

and symbolize Jennifer’s own longing to be free and powerful.  

 

******* 


